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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The contents of this report detail the findings of a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA),
Phase 2 water vole surveys and great crested newt (GCN; Triturus cristatus) eDNA surveys
undertaken between March and May of 2019 at Worldsend Fields, Moss Lane, Whixall, SY13
2QE (hereafter referred to as ‘the site’). The site is centred on approximate Ordnance Survey
Grid Reference (OSGR) SJ 48341 34749. The findings of this report have been used to inform
proposals for the bunding of fields.

The site, set in a rural environment, is composed of semi-improved grassland, tall ruderal
vegetation, scattered trees, broad-leaved plantation woodland, wet ditches and fencing
(Plan 1).

One (1) tree located upon the site (on the edge of the plantation woodland) is considered to
provide ‘low’ bat roosting potential (Plan 1; TN1). The site and immediate surrounds off very
good potential commuting and foraging habitat for bats. Six (6) species of bat have previously
been recorded within 2km of the area. Trees with bat roosting potential must be retained or
further survey(s) may be required. A sensitive lighting scheme is recommended, along with
bat box provision as an enhancement.

The woodland/ scattered trees provide overall ‘high bird nesting potential, with at least one
(1) disused passerine bird nest found during the nesting bird inspection. A number of bird
species were observed flying over/ around the site and on adjacent land during the PEA. A
moderate array of bird species records was retumed within 2km of the area. A sensitive de-
vegetation works scheme must be adhered (works outside of bird nesting seasons or check
for nests). Bird box provision is recommended as an enhancement — including provision of a
barn owl (Tyto alba) nesting box.

Thirty-three (33) significant standing waterbodies (WB1 — WB33), in addition to ‘bog hollows’
on Whixall Moss, were identified during the desktop study, within a 500m zone of influence,
one (1) of which (WB21) s located upon the site itself (Plan 1; TN4; TN6). WB1, WB2, WB3a,
WBS, WB10, WB17, WB21, WB33 and the bog hollows all provide between ‘below average’
and ‘average’ suitability for GCN (Plan 1; TN3; TN5). An eDNA test was recommended to be
undertaken on WB21; however, this waterbody was completely dry at the time of the survey
(23" May 2019) and is therefore considered unlikely to support GCN. Landowner permission
to access remaining waterbodies was either denied or not forthcoming at the time of the
survey(s). The suitability of the terrestrial habitat throughout the site is deemed to be moderate
overall. Records for GCN were retuned within 2km of the area. Reasonable Avoidance
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Measures (RAM'’s) detailed in a method statement for GCN are to be followed during all works

The site provides overall average-quality reptile habitat (notably in field margins and
surrounding on-site drains) and displays good connectivity to other areas of potentially
favourable habitat (moss habitat); however, the site is likely to have been subject to relatively
high levels of disturbance. Records for common reptiles were returned within 2km of the area.
No further survey with regard to reptile species is required. RAM's detailed in a precautionary
method statement for reptiles are to be followed during works in sensitive areas of the site.

WBS3, located adjacent to the site, provides optimal habitat suitability for water vole (Arvicola
amphibius) in un-shaded sections (Plan 1; TN3). WB10 (located off-site) and WB21 (located
on-site) are both considered sub-optimal for water vole (Plan 1; TN4; TN5). No evidence of
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this species was found during Phase 2 water vole surveys; therefore, the likely absence of
water voles on the site/ in adjacent drains is confirmed. Water vole records were retumed
within 2km of the area. No further survey with regard to water vole is required and this species
is ot considered a constraint to the proposals.

Drains on/ adjacent to the site (WB3, WB10 and WB21) all form good potential commuting
and foraging resources for otter (Lutra utra), although no ofter holt(s) were found and
opportunities for holt-creation are considered scarce. No otter field signs were noted on the
site/ in adjacent drains during the PEA or during Phase 2 water vole surveys. Otter records
were returned within 2km of the area. No further survey with regard to ofters is required. A
sensitive methodology and minimisation of future lighting are recommended to reduce
potential impacts upon otter(s).

Signs indicating use of the site by foraging and commuting badger (Meles meles) were
identified during the PEA (Plan 1; TN7). However, no badger sett(s) were found on or
immediately adjacent to the site, with only an extensive rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) warren
found (Plan 1; TN9). Badger records were returned within 2km of the area. No further survey
with regard to badger(s) is considered necessary, however RAM's detailed in a method
statement for badger are to be followed during all works.

The small stand of young plantation woodland on the site is considered sub-optimal for hazel
dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) and no evidence indicative of this species was found
during the PEA (Plan 1; TN8). No records for hazel dormouse were returned within 2km of the
area. No further survey with regard to hazel dormouse is required and this species is not
considered a constraint to the proposals.

The drains on and adjacent to the site provide habitat suitability for raft spider (Dolomedes
fimbriatus) — a Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species which has been previously
recorded within 2km of the area. Although none were found on the site, it is expected that the
retention of standing water and encouragement of marshy grassland/ edge habitats on the
site, as a result of the proposals, will retain favourable habitat opportunities for this species.

The site lies within the Fenn's, Whixall, Bettisfield, Wem & Cadney Mosses (SSSI) (NNR)
(SAC) — Midiand Meres & Mosses Phase 2 (Ramsar) — designation(s), is itself a potential
candidate Local Wildife Site (LWS) and forms part of a core habitat (Fenn's, Whixall,
Bettisfield, Wem & Cadney Mosses’) and an ecological (forest) corridor, as defined by the
Shropshire Environmental Network (SEN). The proposals aim to improve hydrological
management of the site and enable the restoration of the bog macrotope (mire complex).
Restoration of the site to a favourable condition is anticipated to contribute to restoring the
integrity of the Fenn's, Whixall, Bettisfield, Wem & Cadney Mosses designation(s).
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No evidence of other protected/ notable species was noted during the survey and no adverse
impacts upon species or habitats of ecological importance are envisaged, provided the
provisions detailed within this report are adhered to.
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